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LEVITICUS PARASHAS TAZRIA 13/ 3-10

his flesh a s'eis, or a sapachas, or a baheres, and it will become a tzaraas affliction on the skin
of his flesh; he shall be brought to Aaron the Kohen, or to one of his sons the Kohanim. 3 The
Kohen shall look at the affliction on the skin of his flesh: If hair in the affliction has changed to
white, and the affliction’s appearance is deeper than the skin of the flesh — it is a tzaraas

Vo -

iNX XY — And declare him contaminated. The Kohen must
declare orally, “You are contaminated” (Rashi; Sifra). With-
out this formal declaration there is no tumah, even if there is
no doubt that the affliction is a tzaraas (Negaim 3:1).

Once the victim has been declared a metzora, he conducts
himself as set forth in verses 45-46.

affliction; the Kohen shall look at it and declare him contaminated.

(;. 129 / VAYIKRA 13:1-2 TAZRIA THE CALL OF THE TORAH

2. ity Tiva i v o — If a person will have on the skin of his flesh. The
following chapters reveal a concept in Jewish thought that was not apparent
before this point, that there is a unity among religion, ethics, and physical
hygiene similar to the unity of spirit and body in the human being. As a result
of this concept, we frequently find medical topics in the Talmud closely linked
° with ethical and religious precepts. These health rules are placed on the same level
as rules of morality, love of others, and respect for justice.
- Each man is a miniature universe, whose many physical and spiritual elements
&ate blended in perfect harmony, a finely tuned equilibrium. Because of that
interdependence, one has to seek the causes of certain physical ailments in the
(_ psychological and spiritual realms, and vice versa. Among our classical Sages, ..
Rambam emphasizes most forcefully that the best medication is based on ethical
values, for it then tends to re-establish the harmonious union between spiritual
and physical forces (Guide to the Perplexed 3:27; Hil. De’os 3 anc. %; Iggeres
HaMussar).
| By giving tzaraas afflictions so large a place in the Book of Leviticus, the
| Torah points to them as a classic example of the spiritual causes at the root of
| many illnesses, (See Deuteronomy 28.)
| ) The tzaraas afflictions are seen by the Talmud to be a possible consequence
bt seven sins: slander, murder, perjury, debauchery, pride, theft, and jealousy [as
deduced from numerous biblical sources by R’ Yonasan in Arachin 16a). From
that view, often repeated in the Talmud and the Midrash, Rambam concludes
that the specific afflictions dealt with here are not natural phenomena brought
ahant by the laws of nature but are caused by Divine intervention (Hil. Negaim
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person contracted tzaraas, his life was ruined. He had to go and live
michutz lamachaneh, outside the camp. It was impossible to carry on
living a normal life. He was condemned, perhaps, to a lifelong situ-
ation. All day long he would have to call out, “tamei tamei,” warning
people to keep away from him. “Rn0Y ...J170 7T WK Q2170 ¥7* 1712
X7° Xiav — His garments are to be rent, and his head uncovered...and
he shall call out, ‘impure, impure!” (Vayikra 13:45). For the metzora,
ordinary life comes to an end.
The cure for tzaraas is different from that of other types of illness.
This affliction does not always originate from a dramatic event, and
it certainly does not leave with a flourish. The Gemara (Erechin 16a)
mentions seven causes for tzaraas: Evil speech, murder, needless oath—,)
itaking, immorality, haughtiness, theft, and envy. Three of these are !
_imperfections in the character or outlook of an individual. =
X/ One person might have a tzar ayin, looking with a narrow, be-
grudging eye upon the fortunes of others. If this blemish is cured, then
 the effect that it has on the body disappears. Physical health simply
reflects the internal condition of one€’s personality. So long as one’s
{penimius, one’s inner spiritual world and character is in order and no 1
blemish exists, then the body does not suffer afflictions such as tzarags. W
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4 Andthe berson with tzaraas in whom there is the affliction — his garments shall be rent, the

hair of his head shall be unshorn, and he shall cloak himself up to his lips; he is to call out: “Con-
taminated, contaminated!" All the days that the affliction is upon him he shall remain contami-
nated; he is contaminated, He shall dwell in isolation; his dwelling shall be outside the camp.
47 If there shall be a tzaraas affliction in agarment, in a woolen garment or a linen garment, 8 or
in the warp or the woof of the linen or the wool; or in leather or in anything fashioned of leather; A
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3. 11911 K¥?) — The Kohen shall go forth. To see the metzora he must go outside
the three camps for that is where the afflicted person was sent when his tzaraas
was declared (Rashi). In the previous chapter, Rashi described the isolation of
A the metzora as an appropriate punishment for his sin of spreading slandey (to
13:46). From a broader perspective, it appears that antisocial behavior is a
common characteristic of all the seven sins that are possible causes for the
tzaraas afflictions [see the commentary to 13:2]. Therefore, the guilty person
must be removed from society according to the principle of T3 T,
measure for measure [a punishment that fits the crime]. Hopefully, his isolation
{ will induce him to repent and return to a better way of life. Because of these
special circumstances, the mitzvah of mbin "3, visiting the sick, does not
apply in the case of the metzora. 7
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8.D7m3ynjj;hnd immerséhimselfin the water. The Law links every act of S N R R e - "
purification to the element of water (Sefer HaChinuch 173). [The deep : ! 0N VY Taon PRI Nnanmmn

significance of the mikveh was discussed in the commentary toExodus 29:4and =~ 423 0¥ MZ5Nbma Ao? y1 M2t bw iy ba AWK LVIT |'IW‘7TI.

Leviticus 11:32.] Immersion in water signifies a return to the state of purity that ~ XKW1 ,NMYM N9ONK Noon W X1 NN oy vuan mMmobw qnxb
existed at the start of Creation, regarding which the Torah declares, and the N XY ,nmrn pya nbwm nx XM 177 15K 770 11 119 nnbnn @

iri is 1:2).
Pt o Sglionsren Gy g vdiors (Gersiy 12 , 9K v Y Yw i 1 i KD on At vhy Xyt Mo
9. 1YW 92 nx N2 — Shall shave off all his hair. This complete shaving is

intended to make the metzora aware of his total renewal. As the Sefer 1WRA ,JWiT NMyY 5y on vy 1w 5y Xa nyavi yaw Taom K]
HaChinuch puts it, he is to feel as though he is now coming into the world and .[1EJN MMmn N1y nwb am qmiwvn Ton

his hair is just beginning to grow. He is starting a new phase in his life. [See the XUV Pwhm v I I e —
commentary to 13:33 for R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson’s explanation in ~
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water. 7 Then he shall sprinkle seven times upon the person being purified from the tzaraas; he
shall purify him, and he shall set the live bird free upon the open field. & The person being purified
shall immerse his clothing, shave off all his hair, and immerse himself in the water and become
pure. Thereafter he may enter the camp; but he shall dwell outside of his tent for seven days.
@On the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair — his head, his beard, his eyebrows, and

all his hair shall he shave off; he shall immerse his clothing and immerse his flesh in water, and
become pure.
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Unfortunately, Hashgachah Pratis is an abstract concept for ‘O:\J‘\S\ b
many of us; we acknowledge it in our minds but it never makes its
way .into our hearts. What is a practical application of Hashgachah nYINN2 B3 - 79998 5 %% mwyw” -X?
Pratis to which we can relate? Many people experience jealousy —
of another person’s superior middos, perhaps, or of someone else’s H7IW Y7 0 T
greater intellectual capabilities. Some gifted individuals might wish DA MMEA 55 75 1hy ,AmRs man AT N3 PR N
R P12 553 131 Amewa 7135 Y9 nmna o Saprw s
they could forgo their talents so that they need not answer to all B3 - "3 59 %% mwpw m5wn Pom wpbn /1 1NN Py
iéh?ﬁfe‘::]l:: zeﬁpetcl: more frortn tfhc;n Zhe ;ol:tign to these problems YTEEN MNOMO Y153 0 T s 59 .MM o Peees
S, Ing the concept ot Iashgachah Pratis. Every person n o ' . v
Wi in_his particular situation with a plethora of external and ik ks Edulh o2 Mty ¥ rtan 53 D3
internal factors tailored to his unique ¥ic) 9\6
purpose in life. It will not help to be % With your mind, with - y =
like vour nei;hbor or friend, because 4 . qb'p n’w DR RGP SWDE WD WA WA ADE YOG I "
ypu will never accomplish what you your heart, and with
have to accomplish. your middos, you TN ——— PACTE B,
Rav Naftali Amsterdam once com-
can becom P R B -
mented to his rebbi, Rav Yisrael ; il ] e e
Salariter, that if he would have the oveid Hashem you OTRN DR PRINN ...APT PY” (80 275 mar) NIVHA 5P TR NIy 19719
intellectual capacity of the Shaagas are meant to be.” 1730 DR Y1 IPYNI NN IPRW M 19" :RIN DM3T “Dwn n
Aryeh (a renowned genius), the heart 237237 1123 AF 019 RPIT IRY 12109) 010D SITA WY WY NN 13nm PYYN
of the Yesod V’shoresh HaAvodah, and the middos of Rav Yisrael . 198Y% ¥ 893 81 (™91 monovim D9p DY 000 DT e NInR an
Salanter, he would be able to serve Hashem properly. Rav Yisrael T2 MINMNR DAY DPNRNI ZINNY 17193 103) PAVN MON 199K TWRI 11anY

;t;iio:)r:;a;éo?avoNaftali, l;/vith vourhmirld, with vour heart, and with VIR ,INPYD TIUN 99N THINY (R IR TR T IHYP MRED XN PIN PY B3
e you can become the true oveid Hashem you are vnn) YIN PIYI BRI PIPY BMATH DR 4NV NN Hawnnn in Ay
m———.(Daas Shlothe ailied Bl D) p’rP RN) 97V 139P2 O3 (.00 TMIYYW AN YD q1wh amdaw Yy 17
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Parashas Metzora / 145

3

he last of the various forms of tzora’as is that affecting homes.
That form of tzora’as was unknown until Bnei Yisrael entered
Eretz Yisrael. According to Chazal, the previous inhabitants hid their
valuables in-the walls of their homes to prevent them from falling
into the hands of the conquering Jewish army. When the walls of
these houses were subsequently struck with tzora’as, necessitating
the removal of parts of its walls and, in some cases, the destruction of
the entire house, these hidden treasures were discovered by the new
Jewish owners.
¢ This is extremely puzzling. We are also told that tzora’as in. the
walls of homes'was a punishment for selfishness. Why should those
who displayed the extremely negative characteristic of selfishness
have been rewarded with the discovery of hidden treasures?

The Torah tells us that before the Kohen comes to inspect the
suspected discoloration to determine whether there is in fact tzora’as,
all the contents of the house are to be removed (Vayikra 14:35). That
way they do not become impure if the house is declared to have

é tzora'as. The Midrash, however, adds another reason for removipgﬁ

a]l the vessels: it is a_corrective for the selfishness which causes

¢ tzora’as in the first place. Selfish people often pretend that they have
less than they do to avoid lending others their possessions or giving
tzedakah. Having to remove all his possessions in public ‘C'aifgéékl_ii-l_ﬁ'
acute embarrassment and helps to atone for and correct his selfishness.
ga} The Mishnah in Nega'im (12:5), however, gives a totally different
~ explanation of the removal of the contents from the house: Divine
concern for the property of a Jew. Only relatively inexpensive
earthenware vessels are irreparably affected by being in an afflicted
house; all other vessels can be easily purified by immersion in a
mikveh. Nevertheless, Hashem is concerned with even this small loss,
and allows the removal of all vessels before the house is declared
impure. L
v ©One might have thought that if the intention was to cure
selfishness, a lesson in the unimportance of material possessions would
be more fitting, and not one which conveys the value of every penny.
The truth is, however, that selfishness — literally tzorus ayin, a
narrow eye — is the result of not appreciating the true value of
material possessions and ,vig\_/ﬁvi_r}—g:_ﬂ{et“n{ from a very narrow
perspective. We are taught that tzaddikim value their material
. possessions even more than their lives. Thus Yaakov put his life in
danger to retrieve some inexpensive earthenware vessels:
3‘0 Earthenware is unique in that it contracts tumah, spiritual impurity,
’ only through exposure of the source of impurity to its inside surface,

but not through contact with the outside walls of '_“t'hlgvessel. Why are
earthenware vessels singled out in this fashion? The value of any
vessel can be measured in two ways: in terms of the intrinsic value of
the material from which it is made or in terms of its functional value.
The materials of an earthenware vessel have little intrinsic value. Their

utility alone gives earthenware vessels their value. In order for;

something to contract ritual impurity, it must have a value. Hence, an
earthenware vessel becomes impure only through contact with its
functional part — the inside — and not through contact with the
materials of the outside wall.

A tzaddik views his material possessions as earthenware vessels —
ie, of no intrinsic. value themselves, but rather deriving their
importance only from their function. Material possessions, in his view,
are tools in the service of Hashem. They may, for instance, allow him

to do acts of chesed and benefit others. Both his body and his material

possessions are means to serve Hashem. They differ only in that the
body is acquired as a “birthday present;” the acquisition of material
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possessions requires effort. Thus his material possessions are more
precious to the tzaddik than his own body because their acquisition
required more effort. The tzaddik’s perspective on possessions
cQntrasts with the narrow perspective of the one who sees only _fheJ

personal benefit his possessions can bring him.

), When _the person whose house was afflicted with tzora’as was’

made aware of Hashem'’s concern for every Jew’s material possessions,
his_selfish view (tzaras ayin) was challenged and the corrective
process begun. The embarrassment of being exposed to the neighbors’
scrutiny was another aspect of the same process. The removal of the
vessels to the public domain hints to the fact that their purpose is not
just to serve oneself. T T
—¥ The valuables hidden by the Emorim were tainted and contami-

nated by intense selfishness. The Emorim hid them to deprive the Jews
from benefiting from them, even though they were doomed to lose
them anyway. In_the hand of people with a wfé@épgy towards
selfishness, this wealth would have been ggrgibly_ xgiextrlm’e_ntal
Therefore Hashem utilized the tzora’as as a vehicle to provide the

wealth in a manner designed to correct the evil of selfishness. The

e victim of tzora'as was forced to recast his attitudes towards material

possessions prior to receiving this new bounty.

38

If one fails to learn the lesson gfl_zﬁbj:étqﬁs:_‘aff_l_i_ct_ingVthe hdﬁse, hig

Chazal the instruments of honoring a person, will be afflicted as well.
If he still does not heed the warning, he will d_egcgﬁg ;ét,f‘ﬁ;iﬁgr? until
he acts with total disregard for anyone but himself. That lat_f,erl attitude
is manifested as lashon hara and motzi shem ra, _sné_ecﬂ A&ésigr(ed to
denigrate others. As a punishment the perpetrator’s very l;ody will be
stourged with tzora’as.

We can now understand what appear to be conflicting opinions re-
garding the deaths of the studeni. of R’ Akiva. The Gemara (Yeva-

mos 62b) says that they did not treat each other with respect; the Mid-

fash (Bereishis Rabbah 61:3) says that they exhibited tzarus ayin, -
selfishness, with regard to their Torah and did not share it with one

g selfishness will grow into haughtiness. Then his clothes, called by \s

_ another. Torah is one’s most precious possession, but it must not

become a means of personal aggrandizement. When one truly ap-

preciates his fellow Jew and honors him, he desires to share with him
his tools for service of Hashem. In this vein, sharing one’s Torah is the
supreme expression of honor for one’s fellow man. Hence the two

descriptions of the faults of the students of R’ Akiva are in fact one.




,5(;\ 53 But if the Kohen shall look, and behold! — the affliction had not spread in the garment, or
the warp or the woof; or in any leather utensil, 5 the Kohen shall command;: and they shallwash
the area of the affliction; and he shall quarantine it for a second seven-day period. 5 The Kohen
shall look after the affliction has been washed, and behold/! — the affliction has not changed its #—
color and the affliction has not spread, it is contaminated, Yyou shall burn it in fire; it is a pene-
trating affliction in his worn garment or in his new garment, 56 But if the Kohen shall look, and
behold! — the affliction grew dimmer after it was washed, he shallrip it from the garment or from -
the leather, or from the warp or from the woof, 57 If it appears again in the garment or in the warp
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